
Curriculum Intent:  

How we aim to meet the range of SEND needs without teaching 

Subject: Religious Education 

“RE encourages pupils to develop their sense of identity and belonging. It enables them to flourish individually within 

their communities and as citizens in a diverse society and global community. RE has an important role in preparing 

pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning. It enables pupils to develop respect for and sensitivity to 

others, in particular those whose faiths and beliefs are different from their own. It promotes discernment and enables 

pupils to combat prejudice.” National Curriculum, QCA, 2009  

In particular, RE offers pupils with learning difficulties opportunities to:  

• develop their self-confidence and awareness 

• understand the world they live in as individuals and as members of groups  

• bring their own experiences and understanding of life into the classroom 

• develop positive attitudes towards others, respecting their beliefs and experience  

• reflect on and consider their own values and those of others, and  

• deal with issues that form the basis for personal choices and behaviour.  

 

In response to these opportunities, pupils can make progress in RE:  

• by moving from a personal to a wider perspective  

• by increasing their knowledge of religious beliefs, practices and experiences  

• through developing understanding of the meaning of stories, symbols, events and pictures  

• through developing and communicating their individual responses to a range of views. 

QCA, 2009, Planning, Teaching and Assessing the Curriculum for Pupils with Learning Difficulties 

There are two main strands to religious education:  

Learning about religion − in which pupils begin their knowledge and understanding by becoming aware that some 

objects and people are in some way special. Pupils may be given experiences of different religions in their own 

community and the wider world. This might involve pupils engaging with people who practise different religions − 

through personal contact, visits, pictures or stories − and learning about items that have special meaning for 

believers − eg certain foods, clothing, artefacts used in religious practices.  

Learning from religion − Pupils should be given opportunities to express their own ideas and feelings in a variety of 

ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following will be employed alongside and in addition to the needs and strategies: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Talk time – emphasis on talking and 

sharing ideas rather than recording. 

2) Social skills – meeting with vistor, 

looking at the world from another 

perspective, showing empathy 

3) Pre-teach key vocabulary prior to 

each session. 

4)  Ensure that children have 

opportunities to use key vocabulary 

within each session and adults to 

model and recast any incorrect use. 

5) Staff to scaffold interactions/learning 

conversations and model their 

expectations for each task. 

 

1) Using pictures, stories, art and 

music to retell stories or 

express ideas 

2) Learning through talk, playa nd 

creative activities. 

3) Use of IT/ photographs or 

varied recording techniques – 

not emphasing writing 

opportunities  

1) Awe and wonder 

2) Mindfulness activities/Reflection time 

3) Peaceful, thoughtful discussions – 

pace to reflect tiem to think and 

discuss. 

4) Warning of sensitive issues that may 

be taught-Engage with parents should 

this be appropriate. 

5) Support children to develop and use 

strategies to help them self- regulate 

their behaviour. 

6) Ensure that the learning environment 

is a safe space. Set out rules prior to 

each session starting. 

1) Opportunities to experience new 

things. New foods, clothing, artefacts 

etc. 

2) Interactive learning – use of video 

learning and physical artefacts 

3) Recording idesa in different ways – 

opportunities for art, drama, music 

and creative learning.  

4) Consider the seating plan and 

possible groupings. 

5) Use visual timetables 

6) Warn children of changes that are 

happening either to the timetable 

or learning environment. 

 



Maintaining an Inclusive Learning Environment:

 



 

 

*Taken from, Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities Training Toolkit – Including Pupils with SEN and/or Disabilities in Primary ICT (Training and Development Agency for Schools, 2009) 

T (Training and Development Agency for Schools, 2009) 


